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“Rappahannock” means “River of Swift Rising Wa-

ters” in the Manahoac Indian language. Over the years, 

the river in our midst has brought commerce via the 

Native American and colonial fords, the water-powered 

mills, the canal system, and fine fishing and canoeing. 

The Orange & Alexandria railroad, completed in 

1852, also contributed to Remington’s early prosperity; 

milk trains and passenger trains ran daily. 

During the Civil War, the railroad bridge and the 

fords were of strategic importance, and fighting oc-

curred along our river from Freeman’s Ford to Kelly’s 

Ford.  

Winter Encampment 

1864 

In the aftermath of Rappahannock Station’s battle on 
November 7, 1863, Lee’s army fled further south, 
taking up their winter quarters along the Rapidan 
River.  Union commander Maj. Gen. George G. 
Meade ordered that his army create camps in Fau-
quier and Culpeper counties, establishing an enor-
mous ring around the railroad, and encompassing the 
highest hills as well as the Rappahannock River’s 
banks.  
100,000 Union soldiers were stationed in this region 
from December 1, 1863 until May 4, 1864. 
Guarding the river crossings and the Orange & Alex-
andria railroad at Rappahannock Station, the 50th NY 
Engineers built an orderly camp along the river’s 
north ridge.  From his winter hut, replete with stone 
chimney, young officer Thomas James Owen wrote 
home, “The country round about is rolling and very 
fertile, but now presents a sorry sight.”  
Their time, he explained, was mostly spent “drilling. 
Squad drill from 8 to 9 A.M., company drill from 10 to 
11, battalion drill from 1 to 3 P.M., dress parade at 4 
P.M., guard mounting at 4. So you see the greater part 
of the day is occupied.” 
Things would become more exciting for his regiment; 
when Thomas Owen left Rappahannock Station in 
May 1864, he was heading for the battle of the Wil-
derness.  



Report of Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet,  
C. S. Army, commanding First Corps 

 

The next day at Kelly's Ford I received orders to move up 
the Rappahannock River to Rappahannock Station. As we 
were withdrawing from Kelly's Ford the enemy crossed 
the river and made an attack upon the rear brigade 
(Featherston's), under the command of Col. [Carnet] 
Posey. After a sharp skirmish Col. Posey drove him back 
with considerable loss. Arriving at Rappahannock Station, 
Gen. Hood, with his own and Whiting's brigade, was de-
tached to relieve a portion of Gen. Jackson's command at 
Freeman's Ford. About the moment that Gen. Hood 
reached this ford the enemy crossed in considerable force 
and made an attack upon the commands of Brig.-Generals 
Trimble and Hood. They, however, drove him back across 
the river in much confusion and with heavy loss. 
        Meanwhile I had ordered Col. J. B. Walton to place 
his batteries in position at Rappahannock Station and to 
drive the enemy from his positions on both sides of the 
river. The batteries were opened at sunrise on the 23d 
and a severe cannonade continued for several hours. In 
about two hours, however, the enemy was driven across 
the river, abandoning his tete-de-pont. The brigades of 
Brig. Gens. N. G. Evans and D. R. Jones--the latter under 
Col. George T. Anderson--moved forward to occupy this 
position. It was found untenable, however, being exposed 
to a cross-fire of artillery from the other bank. The troops 
were therefore partially withdrawn, and Col. S. D. Lee was 
ordered to select positions for his batteries and joined in 
the combat. The enemy's position was soon rendered too 
warm for him, and he took advantage of a severe rain-
storm to retreat in haste, after firing the bridge and the 
private dwellings in its vicinity. Colonel Walton deserves 
much credit for skill in the management of his batteries, 
and Colonel Lee got into position in time for some good 

practice.   

March 28, 1862 

 The “Affair at Rappahannock Station” 

August 20, 1862 

 “First Battle of Rappahannock Station”  

November 7, 1863 

“A Rare Night Assault” 

(U.S. Army) Brigadier General Oliver O. Howard’s force of 
some 3,500 followed the Orange & Alexandria tracks into 
Fauquier in the late morning.  Encountering resistance at 
Cedar Run, the advancing force was consistently flayed by 
Colonel W.E. “Grumble” Jones’ sharpshooters at the front 
and flanks.  At Bealeton the last remnant of Confederate 
Dick Ewell’s troops ran for a train of cars and hopped 
aboard.   The supply train puffed up the drawn-out grade of 
Lucky Hill and crossed the Rappahannock into Culpeper 
County.  As soon as the train reached safety the bridge, 

wired with explosives, was blown up.   

As Gen. Howard describes it: “We constantly pressed for-
ward toward the Rappahannock, driving the cavalry before us till 
within three miles of that river.  Here a force of infantry was 
reported advancing at double-quick.  I formed in order of battle; 
ordered the advance guard forward into a good position.  I soon 
ascertained that the remnant of the enemy’s infantry on this 
side of the river was running for a train of cars nearer to me 
than themselves.  As soon as possible Lt. Rundell fired in the 
direction of the train.  As soon as this train had passed the Rap-
pahannock Bridge I heard a heavy explosion, much like the 
blasting of stone.  My command was brought forward as fast as 
possible to a point half a mile this side the river.  I then discov-
ered quite a large force on a high ridge.  Immediately the Parrott 
guns were brought into action on a high plat of ground near the 
railroad.  Then the enemy opened upon me with two or three 

Parrott guns…” 

     Through to nightfall the across-river cannonade contin-
ued.  Gen. Howard reported four wounded “by accident 
and not mortally”, three prisoners taken, and booty of 230 
head of cattle (sixty reclaimed by Remington’s William Bo-
wen).  Howard concluded: “The enemy burned what culverts 
he could and depots and store-houses and the stacks of forage 
on our route.  I found the Rappahannock Bridge a burning mass 

when I reached it.” 

Detail of Alfred Waud’s sketch “Capture of the fortifications on the  
Rappahannock at the Railway Bridge” 

A single pontoon brigade at Rappahannock Station 
was the only connection Gen. Robert E. Lee retained 
with the northern bank of the river in the fall of 
1863. The bridge was protected by a bridgehead on 
the north bank consisting of two redoubts and con-
necting trenches. Confederate batteries posted on 
hills south of the river added strength to the position. 
On Nov. 7th, Maj. Gen. John Sedgwick was ordered 
to attack the Confederate works at Rappahannock 
Station while Maj. Gen. William French forced a 
crossing five miles downstream at Kelly's Ford. Sedg-
wick first engaged the Confederates at 3 p.m. by driv-
ing in Rebel skirmishers and seizing a range of high 
ground three-quarters of a mile from the river. Union 
batteries pounded the enemy earthworks with a 
"rapid and vigorous" fire. Confederate guns across 
the river returned the fire, but with little effect.  
Sedgwick continued shelling the Confederates 
throughout the late afternoon, but otherwise he 
showed no disposition to attack. As the day drew to 
a close, Lee became convinced that the movement 
against the bridgehead was merely a feint to cover 
French's crossing farther downstream. He was mis-
taken.  
At dusk the shelling stopped, and Sedgwick's infantry 
came out of the blackness, cheering as they charged 
the earthworks.  Savage hand-to-hand fighting broke 
out; soldiers clubbed, stabbed and fired at close range 
along the line.  Soon broken, hundreds of Confeder-
ate soldiers threw down their arms and surrendered. 
Others sough to gain the opposite shore by swim-
ming the icy river or by running the gauntlet of Union 
rifle fire at the bridge. Confederate troops south of 
the river looked on hopelessly as Union soldiers 
herded their comrades to the rear as prisoners of 
war. In all, 1670 Confederates were killed, wounded, 
or captured in the brief struggle. Union casualty fig-
ures, by contrast, were small: 419 in all. Three Medals 
of Honor were awarded for actions that day.  


