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Moving freight is one thing,
moving a freight depot is some-
thing altogether different.

The long-anticipated reloca-
tion of Remington’s depot took
some heavy duty mechanical
muscle as well as some high tech
brains.

“It’s a lot different than in my
granddad’s day when he used an
old truck, said Jason Ayers, the
third generation owner of Ayers
House Movers Inc. of Fredericks-
burg.

“The new techniques make it
a lot easier,” he said.

Ayers’ company, founded 75
years ago by his grandfather,
John E. and then continued by his
father Everette, was called upon
to move the 128-year-old historic
structure. 

The younger Ayers took over
in 1999 and the company has
served customers in Virginia,
Maryland, Delaware, West Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania and North
Carolina.

The company uses unified
jacking systems to raise struc-
tures. That helps with odd shaped
or unbalanced structures.

To move structures like the
Remington train depot, Ayers em-
ploys custom designed trucks
with hydraulic dollies maneu-
vered by remote control. 

The remote control provides
more maneuverability than
trucks. Loads can be raised and
lowered. Steering is also remote
controlled.

In Remington, going overland
was easier than going down Main
Street where overhead power
lines posed a problem. 

An Ayers diesel unit sat inside
a doorway of the depot while
Ayers operated the remote con-
trol.

By the time moving day ar-
rived last Wednesday, the depot
had already been lifted off its
foundation and was atop the
wheeled carrier. 

Steel beams running the
length and breadth supported the
structure. Underneath three

wheeled dollies carried the
weight.

The depot was moved slowly,
first across Main Street then over-
land to its new location less than
a quarter mile away next to the
recycling center on U.S. 15. 

Ayers crewmen positioned
metal sheeting on the ground in
front of the advancing depot. At
one point they had to cross a
ditch and a soggy field.

Ayers said that “everything
went as planned,” as the day’s
work concluded with the depot
sitting next to the foundation at
the new site. 

The next day saw the depot
being raised, rotated and lowered
onto the foundation. Ayers was
working with a crew of five.

The company has moved a
number of train stations, includ-
ing those at Harpers Ferry, W.Va.,
Bealeton, Gordonsville, Amherst,
Woodford and Columbia, Va.

The Remington depot is in
“phenomenal shape.” Old struc-
tures were built “twice as good as
anything today,” Ayers said.
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HISTORICAL PRESERVATION

Remington Community Partnership completes move of 128-year-old depot to new location

Twice Friday morning, work had to halt so that the modern day train could pass by.
The Train depot's final resting place will be beside the recycling center. It will be restored to its 1919
appearance and reopen it as a museum celebrating Remington's history and its railroad heritage.
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Kermit Cubbage’s dad, Paul K. Cubbage, was a freight agent in the depot for 12 years until retiring in 1967. “I’m glad they’re
saving it,” said Cubbage.

From the left, Jason Ayers, of Ayers House Movers, Mary and
Ray Root of the Remington Community Partnership, and archi-
tect James Tucker supervise the depot’s move to its new home.

‘The most popular place in town’ finds a new home
HISTORY from page A1

The town of Remington has
gone through several name
changes from Millview to
Bowensville to Rappahannock
Station when railroad service
began.

The postal service asked the
town to change its name be-
cause it often was confused with
towns of Tappahannock and
Rappahannock. Townspeople
chose Remington in honor of a
train conductor by that name.

The first load of wheat was
sent from what was then still the
town of Rappahannock Station
in September 1852. Passengers
could travel to and from Alexan-
dria. It’s known that the first rail-
road agent at Remington was
A.R. Freeman and the first teleg-
rapher was George Peyton, 15.

During the Civil War, both
sides sought to control the rail
line and bridge at Remington.
The bridge in town was blown

up and burned in 1862. It was re-
built and continued to play a role
in the fighting.

After the war ended in 1865,
the freight depot was rebuilt near
the site of the one burned during
the war. Four trains a day
stopped Remington in 1894, four
years after the town changed its
name.

The town charter stipulated
that no alcoholic beverages
could be sold without written
consent of the town council. 

“Some of the saloons were re-
luctant to leave,” Grace Ashby
wrote in “Remington Remembers.” 

“One was located by the
sidetrack of the railroad,” she
wrote. “One night some of the
men hooked a cable from the sa-
loon to a caboose. When the
freight train left the saloon left
with it.”

There were two water tanks
standing to supply water to
steam locomotives. A fire insur-
ance map dated 1915 lists a

depot and passenger station.
The depot had two waiting
rooms, one labeled “white,” the
other “colored.”

A fire in 1926 destroyed 14
buildings in Remington’s down-
town. A line of hose was run
from the water tender of a steam
engine to a pumper fire truck to
help bring it under control. 

During the severe flood of
1942, the railroad bridge re-
mained standing while the high-
way bridge over the
Rappahannock River was swept
away. It’s thought that the 38
loaded cars of coal on the rail-
road bridge kept it secure.

In 1951, the train station at
Remington was taken out of
service. The water towers were
removed the following year. The
freight depot continued to func-
tion until 1972 when it was
closed by the railroad and there-
after became a farmer coopera-
tive storage facility. It’s been
vacant since 2007.

Remington 
railroad timeline

1852: First load of wheat
sent from the then town
of Rappahannock Station
in September.
1862: Railroad bridge de-
stroyed during Civil War
fighting for control of the
town.
1865: Freight depot re-
built after another near
the site perished in a fire.
1926: Fire destroys 14
buildings in downtown
Remington.
1942: Severe flooding de-
stroys highway bridge
crossing the Rappahan-
nock River, but the weight
of 38 loaded rail cars
saves the railroad bridge.
1951: Train station taken
out of service.
1953: Water towers serv-
ing the station removed.
1972: Freight depot closes
and  becomes a storage fa-
cility for the farmers co-op.
2007: Depot has been va-
cant since 2007.

Workers placed wooden beams in front of the wheels, and
after several feet of movement, would then carry them from
the back to the front and remove them again. Metal sheets
also were placed in front of the wheels.

Three generations of experience combined
to shuttle Remington depot across town

Wheels were placed underneath the old structure and which was remote controlled safely
through an obstacle course of sorts.


